J-1 Exchange Visitor Program 
Guidelines for Short-Term Scholars

Purpose of the J1 Exchange Visitor Program [22 CFR Part 62.4b]
· Fosters the exchange of ideas between Americans and foreign nationals and stimulates international collaborative teaching, lecturing and research efforts

· Provides foreign professors and research scholars the opportunity to participate actively in academic life and, upon returning home, to share their experiences and increased knowledge of the U.S. 

Exchange visitor status is useful for departments wishing to bring visiting professors and researchers to Mason for time-limited periods to conduct collaborative research, teaching, or other academic exchange activities.  The Office of International Programs and Services (OIPS) monitors Mason’s J-1 program. 

I. Definition of “Short-Term Scholar”:  A foreign national who is a professor, research scholar, specialist, or a person with similar education or accomplishments coming to the United States on a short-term visit for the purpose of lecturing, observing, consulting, training, or demonstrating special skills at research institutions, museums, libraries, post-secondary accredited educational institutions, or similar types of institutions.
II. In accordance with the above definition, George Mason typically expects short-term scholars to qualify professionally for a faculty appointment.  If not, the hosting unit must explain the education or accomplishments which qualify the candidate as a “scholar.”
III. Short-term scholars must be proficient in English.  This is a requirement of the J-1 program, because the US government views cultural exchange as the underlying objective of the program.  
IV. Other regulatory provisions affect participation as a J-1 Short-term Scholar:
· Maximum:  6 months; No extensions permitted past the six-month limit.
· Must maintain health insurance coverage for self and all dependents; federal regulations establish specific coverage requirements.  Scholars and dependents may purchase coverage in one-month increments from Student Health Service or may document private coverage as long as it meets regulatory requirements.

· Any financial support provided by Mason, including reimbursement of expenses, may be subject to US tax.  If the exchange visitor documents any US-based financial support, a meeting with the International Tax Coordinator in OIPS should be arranged to discuss the tax implications.
